
ELA 6 Week 2
Distance Learning 

Packet 

Directions: 

• Part 1 Directions

1. Read for 30 minutes each day.

2. Complete the Independent Reading Log after you read

each day.

• Part 2 Directions

1. Read the passage.

2. Answer each question.

3. Complete the Question Justification Sheet for each

question.

4. Make sure you use textual evidence to help justify your

answer and to support your rationale for why the other

answer choices are incorrect.





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART 1: 

Independent 

Reading 

 

 



Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Class Period: ________________________________________ 
 

Independent Reading Log 
 

        Day and Date Title Pages 1 question or prediction 

Day: Monday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Tuesday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Wednesday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Thursday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Friday 
Date: ______________ 

   

 



 
 

 
PART 2: 

Reading  

Activity 

 





Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill in 
the answer on your answer document.  

Fire Birds 

1 To humans the area where a recent forest fire 
occurred may seem devastated. Yet for some 
species of animals, it is a place full of promise for 
new life. As larger animals like deer and bears 
leave the forest to find new homes, the 
black-backed woodpecker often makes the forest 
its new home. Doing so helps restore life to the 
damaged forest. 

A Special Kind of Bird 

2 The black-backed woodpecker is a medium-sized 
bird found in Canada, Alaska, and parts of the 
northwest United States. Its dark colors make it 
hard for predators to detect among trees 
blackened by fire. This woodpecker relies on the 
environment of the burned forest. It is mainly attracted to the area by a food 
source: the beetle. 

3 After a forest fire certain types of beetles are 
attracted to the smoke and heat. They travel to the 
forest and move in. Here they dig into and eat the 
charred wood. Scientists believe that the 
black-backed woodpecker hears the activity and 
follows the beetles to the forest. With plenty of 
beetles to feed on, the woodpecker begins building a 
new home by drilling and pecking at a burned tree. 

4 The black-backed woodpecker builds a home called a 
nest cavity. This nest is usually built inside a tree 
trunk or a fallen log. The bird has a pointy, hard beak 
designed for drilling into wood. It also has a very thick skull bone and a strong 
neck. Both help it tolerate the constant pecking that is required to build its nest. 
Its feet feature sharp nails that allow the woodpecker to cling to the tree while it 
pecks away at its new home. The woodpecker can move into the nest cavity as 
soon as it is drilled. It will live in its home until it builds a new nest for itself the 
following year. 

Black-Backed Woodpecker 
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Woodpeckers eat beetles 
that live in the trees 
damaged by fire. 
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A black-backed 
woodpecker peeks 
out of a nest cavity. 
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Homes for All 

5 The black-backed woodpeckers are the home builders of the 
burned-out forest. They play a vital role in restoring the 
forest. The homes they build can be used by other birds. 
“Woodpeckers are pathfinders,” says Dick Hutto, a professor 
at the University of Montana who studies black-backed 
woodpeckers. “They create the conditions that are going to 
be improved for birds four, five, six, seven years later. . . .” 

6 As the black-backed woodpeckers abandon their nests, more 
and more animals are able to find homes as they return to 
the forest. More insects come to live in the trees, followed by 
birds that eat the insects and, eventually, by bigger animals that eat the birds. 
In this way plant and animal life slowly returns to the forest. 

Bringing New Life 

7 Although natural areas burned by fire may not seem very lively, the 
black-backed woodpecker’s drilling is not the only action taking place. The 
plentiful ash on the forest floor acts as a natural fertilizer. The ash helps bring 
about new growth. Plants blossom and provide fruits and seeds for the forest 
dwellers to eat. Other types of woodpeckers often live in burned forests too. 
Some finches, robins, and warblers move in, along with western bluebirds and 
mountain bluebirds. Amazingly even hummingbirds may live in burned forests. 
They can eat the flower nectar of the new plant growth. 

8 The black-backed woodpecker does not stay in its new “neighborhood” for the 
rest of its life. It tends to live in the area for only three or four years. Then the 
woodpecker moves to another forest more recently affected by a fire. The hard 
work it has done, however, will benefit other animals for many years to come. 

Preserving Habitats 

9 Often when there is a forest fire, people may want to clean it up by removing 
some of the burned or dead trees. Some ecologists, however, say that taking 
away the burned trees is actually taking away the precious habitats of birds and 
other forest animals. For the black-backed woodpeckers, these trees are more 
useful burned and dead than when the trees were healthy and alive. 

10 According to a 2014 article published by the Center for Biological Diversity and 
the John Muir Project, “Burned forests are not dead zones, but rather teem with 
life.” Terry Rich, who works for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Idaho, 
encourages people to visit the forests that have experienced fires in the past. 
“Go to the burned forests and see what you can see,” he says. If you take his 
advice, you will likely be surprised by the abundance of life you find there. 

Third party trademark University of Montana® was used in these testing materials. 



1 Based on information presented in the selection, what can the reader conclude about the 
black-backed woodpecker? 

A It prefers to eat small insects but also consumes a variety of fruits and seeds. 

B It is better protected from danger when living in a burned forest than when living in an 

unburned forest. 

C It moves from forests in Canada to forests in the United States each year. 

D It leaves the burned forest because other birds invade its habitat. 

2 Read the origin of the word devastate. 

from Latin de- + vastare, meaning “to lay 
waste” 

This information helps the reader understand that devastated in paragraph 1 means — 

F ruined 

G empty 

H harsh 

J remote 

3 The author wrote this selection most likely to — 

A describe ways that forest fires affect an area 

B explain how burned forests benefit from the black-backed woodpecker 

C convince the reader that the black-backed woodpecker is an unusual type of bird 

D demonstrate the ways animals survive in different types of forests 



4 Which sentence from the selection best explains why the black-backed woodpecker is able to 
build its unique type of home? 

F This woodpecker relies on the environment of the burned forest. (paragraph 2) 

G This nest is usually built inside a tree trunk or a fallen log. (paragraph 4) 

H It also has a very thick skull bone and a strong neck. (paragraph 4) 

J The woodpecker can move into the nest cavity as soon as it is drilled. (paragraph 4) 

5 What can the reader conclude from paragraphs 5 through 8? 

A The work of the black-backed woodpecker has a lasting impact on the survival of other 
forest birds and animals. 

B The black-backed woodpecker moves to another forest when it has difficulty finding food. 

C Plants on the forest floor produce fruits and seeds that attract black-backed woodpeckers 
to the burned forest. 

D The black-backed woodpecker is without a home when people try to clean up a burned 
forest. 

6 The photograph and caption next to paragraphs 5 and 6 in the selection convey the idea that 
the nest cavity — 

F extends beyond the tree 

G is fast and easy to construct 

H can only be used in certain seasons 

J provides a safe environment 



“Fire Birds” | QUESTION 1 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



“Fire Birds” | QUESTION 2 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

F G H J 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



“Fire Birds” | QUESTION 3 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



“Fire Birds” | QUESTION 4 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

F G H J 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



“Fire Birds” | QUESTION 5 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



“Fire Birds” | QUESTION 6 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

F G H J 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 
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