
ELA 9 PreAP STAAR 
Distance Learning Packet: 

Week 3 

Directions: 
1. Complete each day’s work.
2. Read for 30 minutes each day.
3. Complete the reading log daily.
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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill 
in the answer on your answer document. 

 
Lewis has written the following paper to persuade readers to stop using plastic 
bags. Read Lewis’s paper and look for any corrections he should make. Then 
answer the questions that follow. 

 
Ban the Bag! 

 
(1) Standing in line at the grocery store last week, I watched the woman in 

front of me buy a tube of toothpaste. (2) As the clerk placed her purchase in a 

plastic bag, I couldn’t hardly help wondering how long it would take for that bag to 

end up in the trash. (3) Then I noticed the big purse the woman was carrying and 

wondered why she had needed a plastic bag at all.  (4) Of course, this is an 

extreme example. (5) Most people need plastic bags to carry larger loads. (6) But 

are there better ways to carry our loads? (7) Should we be using plastic bags at 

all? 

(8) People have come to rely on plastic bags as everything from totes for 

groceries to trash-can linners to lunch bags.  (9) Around the world more than 

500 billion of them are used each year. (10) Although plastic bags can be recycled, 

only about one percent of those used in the United States are. (11) Instead, after 

helping people transport items from one place to another, most are thrown away. 

(12) But what does “away” mean? (13) It means that they end up in landfills, 

where it can take a plastic bag up to a thousand years to decompose. (14) Some 

bags end up elsewhere in the environment, clinging to trees and fences, clogging 

rivers and oceans, or wafting along city sidewalks. 

 

 
 



(15) Plastic bags harm the environment in several ways. (16) First, they break

down into particles that pollute our soil and water. (17) And because most plastic 

bags are made of polyethylene, a product derived from crude oil or natural gas. 

(18) They waste nonrenewable resources.  (19) Plastic bags can also harm animals.

(20) Scientists estimate that more than one million sea animals, including whales,

seabirds, and turtles, die each year from ingesting or becoming entangled in 

plastic. (21) And in both 1988 and 1998, plastic bags that were blocking sewers, 

and drains in Bangladesh contributed to devastating flooding. 

(22) People all over the world are starting to recognize the problems

associated with plastic bags. (23) Countries such as China, South Africa, 

Switzerland, and Uganda are taking action and banning the bags. (24) Other 

nations, including Italy and Ireland, have been trying to curtail the use of plastic 

bags by taxing them. (25) In the United States more and more communities are 

ridding themselves of plastic bags.  (26) In 2012, Los Angeles became the largest 

U.S. city to institute a plastic-bag ban, while Hawaii became the first state to do 

so. (27) And several cities and towns in Texas, such as Austin and Brownsville, 

have banned the bag. 

(28) Some people can’t imagine life without plastic bags. (29) But these bags

didn’t come into widespread use until around 1980, and before that time people 

got along just fine without it. (30) Now more and more people are purchasing 

inexpensive, reusable fabric bags and using them when they shop. (31) If we all 

take this simple step, we can be a part of a “green” revolution. (32) Pay attention 

to the disastrous toll plastic bags are taking on our environment and stop using 

them today! 



1 What change should be made in sentence 2? 

A Change placed to places 

B Change the comma to a period 

C Delete hardly 

D No change should be made in sentence 2. 

2 What change, if any, should be made in sentence 8? 

F Change come to came 

G Change groceries to grocery’s 

H Change linners to liners 

J  Make no change 

3 What is the correct way to write sentences 17 and 18? 

A And because most plastic bags are made of polyethylene, a product derived from crude 
oil or natural gas, they waste nonrenewable resources. 

B And most plastic bags are made of polyethylene, a product derived from crude oil or 
natural gas, they waste nonrenewable resources. 

C And most plastic bags, which are made of polyethylene derived from crude oil or 
natural gas, wasting nonrenewable resources. 

D The sentences are written correctly in the paper. 



4 What change needs to be made in sentence 21? 

F Change were blocking to was blocking 

G Delete the comma after sewers 

H Change devastating to devestating 

J No change needs to be made in this sentence. 

5 What change should be made in sentence 29? 

A Change come to came 

B  Change use to using 

C  Delete and 

D Change it to them 



WRITTEN COMPOSITION: Expository 

Read the following quotation. 

The greatest glory in living lies not in never 

falling, but in rising every time you fall. 

-Nelson Mandela

Think carefully about the following question. 

Can failure make you stronger? 

Write an essay explaining whether failure can strengthen a person. 

Be sure to -

• clearly state your thesis

• organize and develop your ideas effectively

• choose your words carefully

• edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling









PERSUASION
Genre	Definition:	Text	that	develops	an	argument	and	debates	a	topic	in	a	logical	way
Genre	Examples:	Persuasive	essays,	editorials,	persuasive	speeches,	debates
Thinking	Jobs:	1. Topic2. What	is	the	author	trying	to	teach	or	tell	me	aboutthe	topic?3. What	is	the	author’s	point	of	view?



I Believe in the Also-Rans
by Clive B.

December 2006
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Use �I Believe in the Also-Rans� to answer questions 1-7. 
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F At school I was fortunate to win enough to balance all the times I lost, and I began to
believe in this idea.

G Our family enjoys a large house with a great running track.

H Naomi and Kean have always been fast runners and very evenly matched, too.

J I believe in celebrating those that finish third in a three-horse race.
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Use �A Baseball School for Big-League Dreamers� and �I Believe in the 
Also-Rans� to answer questions 8-12. Then fill in the answers on your 

answer document.

8    Both
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As an English teenager I was schooled in an
elite school where I was fed the idea that I was
better than others and that achievement and
winning were all-important.

F “You kind of just don’t want to leave the field at the end of the night,” he says.

G “We are not sending the message that every one of our players are going to wind up
playing shortstop for the Mets.”

H Bolek, who has coached in the minors, the majors and college, says his job is not always
about baseball.

J And there’s something else: Many of the coaches have given years to the game.
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Also-Rans | QUESTION 1 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Also-Rans | QUESTION 2 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 2. 

D A B C 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Also-Rans | QUESTION 3 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 3. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Also-Rans | QUESTION 4 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 4. 

D A B C 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Also-Rans | QUESTION 5 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 5. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Also-Rans | QUESTION 6 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 6. 

D A B C 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Also-Rans | QUESTION 7 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 7. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



A Baseball School and Also-Rans | QUESTION 8 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 8. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



A Baseball School and Also-Rans | QUESTION 9 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



A Baseball School and Also-Rans | QUESTION 10 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



A Baseball School and Also-Rans | QUESTION 11 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



A Baseball School and Also-Rans | QUESTION 12 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Class Period: ________________________________________ 

Independent Reading Log 

    Day and Date Title Pages 1 question or prediction 

Day: Monday 
Date: ______________ 

Day: Tuesday 
Date: ______________ 

Day: Wednesday 
Date: ______________ 

Day: Thursday 
Date: ______________ 

Day: Friday 
Date: ______________ 
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